
Epistle to the Hebrews
Partakers of a Heavenly Calling 



Exhortation 

Heb. 3.1   
Therefore,  

holy brethren, 
partakers  

of a heavenly 
calling…
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 Hebrews is a prophetic book within a 
divinely arranged group of 4 books 
emphasizing the coming Kingdom of 
the Messiah: Hebrews, James, 1 & 2 Peter

a. Like the Synoptic gospels, Hebrews 
includes prophecies to prepare 
Believers for when Jesus comes again 
in His Millennium Kingdom 

b. We still live `within the mystery of 
this same prophetic time frame “in 
between” when the Kingdom has 
already come with Jesus but it is not 
yet completely here until He returns

Epistle to Hebrews and prophecy

Luke 17.20 … He answered them and said, 
“The kingdom of God is not coming with 

signs to be observed;
Luke 17.21 nor will they say, ‘Look, here it 

is!’ or, ‘There it is!’ For behold, the 
kingdom of God is in your midst.”



 Prophecy often needs revelation 
because its words have a deeper 
meaning only understood by an 
unveiling by HS 

a. Words might have an immediate 
meaning and also a final or ultimate 
meaning 

b. As in Jesus’ Kingdom parables, the 
story always had a deeper meaning 
which a casual listen would not pick up 
on

Epistle to Hebrews and prophecy

Dan. 2.28 “However, there is a 
God in heaven who reveals 
mysteries, and He has made 

known … what will take place



1. Heb. 4.1 Let us fear 
2. Heb. 4.11 Let us be diligent 
3. Heb. 4.14 Let us hold fast our 
confession of faith 
4. Heb 4.16 Let us draw near the 
throne 
5. Heb 6.1 Let us go on to perfection 
6. Heb 10.22 Let us draw near with 
heart 
7. Heb 10.23 Let us hold fast the 
confession of hope

Hebrews is flooded with 14 Strong Prophetic   
“Lettuce” Encouragements with rewards

8. Heb. 10.24 Let us stimulate one 
another 
9. Heb. 12.1 Let us lay aside every weight 
10. Heb. 12.1 Let us run with endurance 
11. Heb 12.2 Let us fix our eyes 
12. Heb 12.28 Let us have grace 
13. Heb 13.13 Let us go out to Him 
outside  the camp 
14. Heb 13.35 Let us offer up a sacrifice 
of praise



1. Heb. 2.1 …lest at any time we should let them 
slip. 

2. Heb. 3.12 … lest there be in any of you an evil 
heart of unbelief, in departing from the living God. 

3. Heb. 3.13 … lest any of you be hardened 
through the deceitfulness of sin. 

4. Heb. 4.1 …lest, a promise being left us of 
entering into his rest, any of you should seem to 
come short of it. 

5. Heb. 4.11 … lest any man fall after the same 
example of unbelief.

Hebrews is flooded with 10 Strong Prophetic   
“Lest” Warnings with consequences

6. Heb. 11.28 … lest he that destroyed the firstborn 
should touch them.  

7. Heb. 12.3 … lest ye be wearied and faint in your minds. 

8. Heb. 12.13 … lest that which is lame be turned out of 
the way; but let it rather be healed. 

9. Heb. 12.15 … lest any man fail of the grace of God; lest 
any root of bitterness springing up trouble you, and 
thereby many be defiled; 

10. Heb. 12.16 Lest there be any fornicator, or profane 
person, as Esau, who for one morsel of meat sold his 
birthright.



Hebrews was written by someone with a 
prophetic sense of urgency for his people 

a. He sensed a soon- coming “shaking” of the 
Jewish people - perhaps written during the 
Jewish Wars between Judaea and Rome 
(66-70AD) - forthtelling & foretelling 

b. He also saw prophetically the shaky 
spiritual foundation of Christians who try to 
live with one foot planted in the world and 
one foot standing upon Christ

This apostle has a Prophetic Vision  
of imminent events and wrote Hebrews



Heb. 12.25 ¶ See to it that you do not refuse 
Him who is speaking. For if those did not 

escape when they refused him who warned 
them on earth, much less will we escape who 
turn away from Him who warns from heaven.

Heb. 12.26 And His voice shook the earth then, 
but now He has promised, saying, “YET ONCE 

MORE I WILL SHAKE NOT ONLY THE 
EARTH, BUT ALSO THE HEAVEN.”

Heb. 12.27 This expression, “Yet once more,” 
denotes the removing of those things which can 

be shaken, as of created things, so that those 
things which cannot be shaken may remain.

The end of Hebrews reveals his prophetic burden
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Heb. 3.1 Therefore, holy brethren, partakers of a 
heavenly calling, consider Jesus, the Apostle and High 

Priest of our confession;

Vision is the KEY to helping believers by revealing 
Jesus AS A MAN who is presently interceding on 
their behalf as their merciful high priest in these 
times of trouble 

Tonight want to clarify what writer means by 
“partakers of a Heavenly Calling”

But key to NT prophecy is it is born out of 
 a Vision of the Lord





Hebrews’ unique comparisons:  
     Earth          and      Heaven    

1.  temporal & transient / true & abiding    
2.  copies, shadows (9.23-24) /Perfect reality        
3. Temple shadow (8.5) /True Tabernacle (8.2)   
4. Law’s sacrifices (10.1) /Better sacrifice (9.23) 
4. City with foundations built by God (11.10) 
5. Heavenly Jerusalem (12.22) 
6. Unshakable Kdm (12.27-8) 
7. Abe looked for a Better country (11.16) 
8. The destination of our forerunner (6.20) 
9. The home of Jesus and God (4.14, 9.24)

Hebrews reveals that a Christian must ‘touch’ Heaven (10x)



1. Jews believed at Creation, Heaven and Earth were 
interconnected and interactive - God in Garden 
2. Sin separated Heaven and Earth  
3. only occasionally did Heaven open to earth (Ladder of 
angels)  
4. Babel- religion is man’s efforts to re-connect with 
Heaven (worshipped Sun, Moon, Stars, Nature etc) 
5. the Ark, Tabernacle, Temple and God’s Throne in Zion 
were temporary means God used to connect Heaven and 
earth 
6. In Babylonian captivity, with Ark and kingdom gone,  
H&E disconnected again (called only God of the heavens) 
7. Angels (12X in Hebrews) became the most frequent 
connection from Heaven 
8. The Jewish messianic hope was born for a Messiah to 
come and restore earth’s connection with Heaven in a new 
age where Heaven’s Glory would cover the earth “as the 
waters cover the sea”

Hebrew Cosmology in the first century
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Are the Heavenlies within the 
space time continuum?

 1. Heaven of heavens is above 
time (eternal) and space though 
it will come down to earth in an 
eternal realm

2. The heavenlies seem to be 
spatially connected with earth 
though mostly hidden 

3. Spiritual forces seem to reign 
over cities and countries

4. For anyone like John or Paul 
to be ‘caught up’ into it there 
must be that which 
corresponds to earthly things



What does it mean to be  
‘partakers of a heavenly calling?

1. Christians today have a very fuzzy 
view of what “partakers of a heavenly 
calling” means 

2. Christians today commonly assume it 
means “going to heaven”  

3. The church began as a testimony to 
“life under an open Heaven” (connected)  

4. This heavenly aspect has been lost in 
today’s christianity and most believe the 
afterlife is all about going to Heaven 



Heb. 3.1   
Therefore,  

holy brethren, partakers  
of a heavenly calling, 

consider…

3 previous phrases from 
Hebrews 1-2 define what the 
“therefore” is there for



What would “so great salvation” mean to 
these Jewish Christians? 

1. To the Jewish Christians it would be the 
answer to their prayer, ‘Thy kingdom come’ 
 
2.  It would be referring to their inheritance 
and reward in the coming Messianic Kingdom 

Heb. 9.28 so Christ, having been offered 
once to bear the sins of many, will appear a 
second time, not to deal with sin but to save 

those who are eagerly waiting for him.

1.    “so great salvation”



2.    the “world to come”

Heb. 2.5 ¶ For it was not to angels that God 
subjected the world to come, of which we are 

speaking. 

“the world to come” (lit. in He. olam ha-ba = “age 
coming”) is a Hebrew term to define the “afterlife”  

a. Theologically the term is used to define life after 
the close of the present age 

b. Religious Jews see “olam haba” as their blessed 
hope of the messianic world to come when the 
messiah would come to Jerusalem bringing 
millennial peace to the whole world



3.   “son of man”

1. OT Son of man (lit. in He. ben-adam) - is a 
simple way of defining all mankind as born of men 
= a man 

 2. Son of man is also used in the OT to define 
mankind spiritually fulfilling their created purpose  

3. Son of man after the exile became a Jewish term 
for a human apocalyptic messiah who’ll bring in 
the Kingdom of God (Dan 7.13-14) 

4. NT- Jesus’ preferred self designation of himself 
first as a man, then hidden messiah now and 
finallyto be revealed in glory as both human and 
divine 



Hebrews brilliantly uses Psalm 8 to reveal a true  
Christian description of olam ha-ba as recovering Creation 

a. Taking this “creation psalm,”  it reveals the “world to come,” not 
as life in heaven but a life on earth when this world, which is so 
much out of gear, will be put right   

b. A world which has been delivered from the curse of Satan, 
restored to a normal condition, with death abolished, and life lived 
under the Kingship of God (THE Regeneration Mt 19.28) 

c. Man will be fitted with glory to have his dominion over all the 
earth, reigning in love, sanctity and godliness, meekly inheriting 
the earth and delighting themselves in the abundance of peace.  

d. Therefore the “world to come” is in the near future, not 
transcendent, heavenly, other worldly, but this earth harmoniously 
thriving under God and enjoyed by the glorious sons of man

The world to come brought in by the Son of Man
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partake in our Heavenly Calling? 

a. Of course the term is in contrast to 
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Next time : 
Bringing Many Sons to Glory





I’d Rather be with Him 


